INTRODUCTION".                                 IX
The mines of this district, it should be said, will for ever have to acknowledge the immense services which the MacArthur-Forrest Company have rendered by developing and introducing the process, as they spent large sums to bring it into practical shape, and to demonstrate its commercial advantages. But for those exertions, enormous values would have remained practically unavailable, preventing many mines from working at a profit, and the production of these fields would not be what it is to-day by 50 per cent.
In this connection I can mention that out of a total gold production of 1,478,470 oz. in 1893, there wore produced from the tailings 330,510 oz. by the5 cyanide process ; and in August, 1894, out of the. monthly production of 174,977 oz., nearly 58,000 oz. were won by the cyanide process.
The great future and potentiality of development which may be anticipated for these gold fields is strikingly illustrated by the opinion of such an eminent authority as Mr. Hamilton Smith, who (in his report to the house of N. M. Rothschild & Sons), has stated that that portion of the Witwatersrancl which lies between the Langlaagte Block ,B and the Glen-cairn Mine—or about n£ miles in length, along* the strike of the main reef series,—if exploited to a verti-